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 CURSORY REMARKS, &c. 


"THE popularity Mr. Painz's celebrated 
Treatiſe has gained, the pompous man- 
ner in which it was introduced to the notice 
of the public, the bold and paradoxical way 
in which he has treated his ſubje@, have juſtly 
excited the public attention. Novelty has 
always attractions; new fangled ſyſtems, and 
new modelled theories, however impraQticable 
and abſurd they may be, will be ſure to have 
admirers. 


This has been verified with reſpe@ to 
Painz's Pamphlet; had the Secretary to the 
American congreſs been leſs paradoxical in 
his reaſoning ; had he not embelliſhed his per- 
formance with inveQives againſt the Britiſh 

conſtitution, 
2 


= 

conſtitution, the Rights of Man would have 
remained- unnoticed and ſunk into oblivion. 
But the ſecret enemies of our glorious conſti- 
tution were delighted to find a performance, 
which might juſtly be ſtyled, after their own 
hearts, © Ae congenial to heir own ſenti- 
— ments. | 


What a duſt I make, ſaid the fly, when perch- 
ed on the chariot wheel, What a duſt will 
I raiſe, ſaid Secretary PAIN E, when I ſhall 
introduce to the world my Rights of Man!!! 
The pillars of the Britiſh conſtitution will 
totter and ſhake, and I ſhall be eſteemed the 
oracle of wiſdom | 111 


To ine will men reſort to have their juſt 
rights aſcertained—for never were the Rights 
of Man fo fully and amply illuſtrated. As for 
Locks and MoxrESgUIEu, they undoubtedly 
had ſome faint glimmerings of light on this 
important ſubject; © but to compare their wri- 
« tings to mine, 1s equally abſurd, as to com- 
it pare the dim light of a taper—to the ſun 
« ſhining in its meridian ſplendor !!!”—I have 
frequently been in company where the queſtion 
has been put to me, © Have you read Mr. 
« PAIN E's Book ? Is it not an aſtonifhing 

performance?“ 
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tc performance?” And before 1 could reply, 
his ſanguine admirers pronounced it to be 
unanſwerable. | 


I ſhould be extremely concerned if ſuch 
principles, ſuch wild principles, ſo ſubverſive 
ol all ſubordination and government, and ſo 
inimical to true liberty; I ſay, I ſhould be 
forry if ſuch principles would bear the teſt of 
a free and impartial examination. Mr. Painz's 
principles will not ſtand the trial, but like the 
apples of Sodom—the flighteſt touch proves 


deſt ructive. | 


That a profeſſed Republican ſhould meet 
with ſuch encouragement in his wild reveries, 
is wonderful ; can a true Briton bear with a 
man who ſncers at the Glorious Revolution 
in 1688? an event dear to every Engliſhman. 
Who vilifies the character of our illuſtrious 
Deliverer from Popery and Deſpotiſm, William 
III. who ridicules the exaltation of the noble 
houſe of Brunſwick, to the Britiſh: throne ; 
who treats with indignant contempt, the crown- 
ed heads of Europe. So far is ſuch language 
as this (and this is the language of Mr. PALIxE“'s 
_ Treatiſe) from delineating the Rights of Man, 
£4 B that 


[20 J 
that it is an infringement of his rights,—an 
inſult to the Britiſh nation. 


I have often diſcourſed with the diſciples of 
this modern philoſopher (a philoſopher com- 
pared with whom, even Px aro himſelf, ſhrinks 
into nothing; and were that great philoſopher 
again to viſit our world, he would with joy 
conſign his laborious treatiſe of republics to 
the flames, and place his wreath of laurel on 
the head of PAIN E). I have deſired to have 
a clear and definite elucidation of the Rights 
of Man; I could never obtain a decifive an- 
ſwer; they appeared to be loſt in the wild 
theories of their maſter ; they have evaded the 
queſtion ; and thus have given ſufficient proof 
on what a ſandy foundation their ſuperſtructure 
was built! Being continually referred to Mr. 
Paix Es book for complete anſwers to my 
queries ; I took the work in hand, and read 
it over with care and attention, and great was 
my ſurpriſe, to find ſo little to the purpoſe, 
where the author might have ſaid many things, 
which would have proved uſeſul and benefi- 
cial, | 


I was ſhocked to find the inflammatory lan- 


guage of ſedition ſpread through the whole of 
2 : this 
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this performance; to make the happy inbabi- 
tants of our iſle, diſguſted and diſcontented 
with their ſtate and condition, 


The artful ſophiſms might have been excuſed, 
but the malicious inveRtives, the infidious re- 
| fleftions, the * * #** #22 33. But þ han 
ſaid ſufficient, let me draw the veil of candour 
over the reſt, - | * HAT. | 


The levelling principles, which are the pro- 
minent features of PAIxE's production, are 
not of a very modern date. Hiſtory preſents 
us with ſeveral illuſtrious characters, who may 
vie with Mr. PAIx E, as vindicators of the 
Rights of Men. The records of my country 
recall to my memory a very impertant period, 
when ſome celebrated heroes, who ſhould: be 
had in everlaſting remembrance, performed 
ſome noble exploits. What injuſtice ſhould I 
do to thy memory, O War TryLer! and thou 
no leſs illuſtrious Jacx SrRAWI were I to 
neglett to record your noble and intrepid ats 
in defence of the Rights of Man! Yes, ye 
illuſtrious chiefs, ye are worthy of all the 
renown, and all the praiſe ye have ſo juſtly 
acquired. To complete the triumvirate, let 
me add the renowned Parſon BAT (a gentle- 

man 
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man for whole memory I am certain Mr. 
Pant has a great regard. This ſon of the 
church. beat the pulpit drum eccleſiaſtic; his 
diſcourſes were warm and animated ; and his 
text the following beautiful and elegant lines. 
They have all the ſublimity of PIX DAR, and 
the majeſtic _ of Vrge1L ! FI - 1 


© When Apa delv'd, and Eve did Fakes 
Fe Eos who was then a Gentleman? 


Ay! who indeed? Why nobody. Mr. 
PaixE has made a moſt excellent commentary 
upon theſe words. The names of theſe three 
Hluſtrious defenders of the faith, are as fami- 
liar to him, as thoſe of Munxy BEGUAu and 
Cukir Sixc Ave to Mr. HAsrix ds. But 
to proceed, I muſt inform my readers what 
were the conſequences of Parſon BALL's ha- 

tangues, bis hearers all thought themſelves 
gentlemen, real gentlemen, equal to any in the 
land. Anon they ſally forth, and commit the 
moſt daring depredations ; conſign houſes to the 
flames; open the doors of the priſons; burn and 
pillage monaſteries; poor Siuox SUDBERRY, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, they behead! He 
was not a gentleman ! From ſuch men, from ſuch 


principles, from ſuch practices, may we adopt 
the 


ES - 
the language of our excellent liturgy, and ſay, 
« Good Lord deliver us!” Many of my read- 
ers will recall to their memory a dire event, 
ſtill recent to their minds. When the me- 
tropolis of this empire was on the brink of 
ruin—when every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes—when all were on a 
level—when Mr. Paixz's theory was exhibited 
in practice when peers and prelates were in- 
ſulted by tinkers and blackſmiths; and every 
thing was anarchy and confuſion :—Such are 
the direful conſequences of the levelling prin- 
ciples! T4 | 


Suppoſing ſuch a ſyſtem of equalization to 
take place, what wonderful changes ſhould we 
| behold. The venerable Lord Thur Low, who 
ſo nobly fills the woolſack in the Houſe of 
Peers, we might perchance ſee aſcending a 
ladder with a hod of mortar on his ſhoulder ; 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer might be 
ſeen driving pigs to market ; and the Biſhop of 
Durham, crying hot mutton pies ! Theſe would 
be glorious times, would they not Mr. Pains ? 
Nature would be reſtored to its primeval ſim- 
plicity, and the world regenerated. The late 
revolution in France, is a darling theme, which 


Mr. PAIx E is always happy to introduce, whe- 
| | ther 
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ther the ſubject leads to it, or not; but I afk, 
What has the French revolution to do with 
this nation, unleſs the outrages committed in 
France are held up to view, as proper models 
for our imitation? As men, and as ſons of 
liberty, we ought to rejoice, that the powers 
of darkneſs are vanquiſhed, and deſpotiſm and 

tyranny are aboliſhed in a eee where they | 
had long reigned, 


Such a reſolution is worthy of our admira- 
tion, and we may rejoice that the walls of the 
Baſtile have been demoliſhed, and the innocent 
victims of arbitrary power, ſnatched from the 
Jaws of deſtruction. But to propofe this re- 
volution as Mr. Paix E has done, for the imi- 
tation of thoſe countries where deſpotiſm and 
tyranny are not known, is acting an infidious 
part. Britain is the happieſt country in the 
world; it has always been eſteemed ſo, until 
ſuch writers as the author of the Rights of 
Man, endeavoured to beguile the unwary with 
the very poiſon of aſps, and to ſow the feeds 
of diſcontent. Whither, oh whither can we 
go, to ſearch for happineſs, if not in our own 
country? 


Oh 
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Oh "PANTY Britain! the wonder and ad- 
miration of Europe, enriched with every bleſ- 
ling! Thou privileged ſpot, of nature's vaſt 
domains, whoſe ſons are valiant and brave, 
and whoſe daughters like poliſhed ſtones, add 
{trength and beauty to the ſtate... May thy 
inhabitants ever be ſenſible of the goodneſs of 
Divine Providence, in conſtituting them mem- 
bers of thee! | 


Mr. PAINE = 1 the * of his 
firſt and ſecond part, painted the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution in the blackeſt colours. This eagle- 
eyed obferver, diſcovers at once that it is all 
folly and abſurdity, and thus pays our venerable 
forefathers an undeniable compliment of being 
all fools. And, indeed, when I conſider the 
wonderful abilities of Mr. Pains ; his acute 
obſervations. on political ſubjetts ; his abilities 
as a financier; I muſt acknowledge he ſtands 
unequalled. He is a rara avis—the phœnix 
of the age — compared with whom Mr. Pirr 
is a mere baby — King, Lords, and Commons, 
are the three grand branches of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, with all of whom Mr. PAIN E 
quarrels. As for a monarch, he aſſerts there is 
no neceſſity, he is a mere gooſe, or gander ; 


that there ſhould be a Houſe of Peers, he thinks 
deteſtable - 


L Drone um 
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deteftable ; not to be allowed on any confide- 
ration. It is them, he ſays, who burden the 
country, and yet free themſelves from bearing 
a part. The Houſe of Commons, he acknow- 
ledges, if the repreſentation was equal, to be 
falutary and uſeful ; and here, I muſt affirm, 
that J agree with Mr. PAIN R. If there was a 
more equal repreſentation in parliament, if 
Totten boroughs were excluded from ſending 
members, certainly it would be a defirable and 
excellent regulation. But let us not find fault 
with the whole of the conſtitution for a few 
defects, this is acting unfairly; beſides let it be 
remembered, that if a majority in favour of 
the crown is generally to be found in the Houſe 
of Commons, it is the fault of the people, not 
of his majeſty's miniſters. Let the people be 
careful who they eleQ, let them examine whe- 
ther they are men of probity and rettitude, 
whether they underſtand the Britiſh conſtitution ; 
if they anſwer theſe qualifications, they are 
worthy of being elected, but not elſe. But 
how is it generally at elections? Why, people 
are indifferent who they ele, any man that 
will open houſes for them, where they may 
intoxicate themfelves free of expence ; any 
man who will treat them with flowing bowls 
and good cheer, he is the man; he is the lad 

; | | for 
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for parliament; and, perhaps, underſtands as 
much about his duty as a member of the 
Britiſh ſenate, as any Jockey at Newmarket. 
This is a very ſerious conſideration, a con- 
ſideration that demands the impartial attention 
of every elector of Great-Britain ; and let us 
not exclaim continually againſt the extenſion 
of the royal prerogative, when the fault lays 
at our own door. 


It has often been aſſerted as a very great 
grievance, that ſuch a thriving place as Man- 
cheſter ſhould be unrepreſented ; but it ought 
to be remembered, that it is but a few years 
fince Mancheſter has been ſo flouriſhing; 


Singular was the caſe of Sir JohN BARN ARD, 
who in the year 1754, was returned member 
for the city of London, without treating, with- 
out bribing, and without canvaſſing! And it 
redounds much to the honour of Alderman 
Pick ET, who at the general election, in the 
year 1790, nobly reſolved to open no houſe of 
entertainment, when he put up for repreſen- 
tative for the city of London, Now I am 
upon the ſubje& of parliamentary eleftions, I 
will, for the amuſement of my readers, give 
an extract from the journal of a gentleman who 

| „„ offered 


1 
offered himſelf as a repreſentative for the city 
of Bath, in the year 1646. 


« Thurſday, Dec. 31. 


„Went to Bathe, Mr. As uE preached, di- 
« ned at the George-Inn, with the Maior and 
« Bailiffs, and four Citizens, ſpent at dinner 
tc fix ſhillings in wine. 


« Laid out in victuals at the 
* „ oc - woof 11 4 


« Laid out in drinking. © 7 2 
* Laid out in tobacco and drink- 
cc ing ET. co = 4 4 


« Note. I gave the city meſſengers two ſnil- 
„ lings, for bearing the Maiors letters to me, 
« laid out in all (3 7s. for victuals, drink, and 
5 horſe hire, together with divers gifts,” 


Amidſt the different forms of government 
which have been, or are ftill in vogue, the 
preference has always been given by judicious 
men to monarchy. Many and great are the 
jnconveniences attending the Republican ſy- 

ſtem; 


SE 
ſtem ; for a full inveſtigation of which, I refer 
my readers to Dr. Ax DREWS's Treatiſe on 
Republics, a work well worthy of their pe- 
ruſal. It is the peculiar excellence of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, that although the executive 
power 1s lodged in one. perſon; yet, that the 
regal authority is limited, the royal prerogative 
is bounded; and if inclined to be ſtretched 
beyond proper bounds, the other branches of 
the legiſlature will counteraQ, and ſay hitherto 
malt thou go, and no further ; and here ſhall 
thy proud and arbitrary mandates be oppoſed. 


When CüaRLESs I. that weak, that inſincere 
prince, dared to trample upon the ſacred liber- 
ties of the people, and infringe the laws of 
the conſtitution ; the nation took the alarm: 
and the battle of Edge-Hill ſhewed that the 
Britiſh nation were never to be enſlaved. 


When James II. followed the ſteps of his 
father, and endeavoured to introduce Popery 
and ſlavery, the Britiſh lion was rouſed, and 
the immortal Wirtrtian, Prince of Orange, 
was invited to fit upon the throne of theſe 
kingdoms, in the room of the arbitrary JaMEs. 
This is that illuſtrious prince whom Mr. PAINE 


dares to call deteſtable. Britons, can you 
= : ſuffer 
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ſuffer your glorious deliverer to be thus calum- 
niated? Not only is the auguſt Prince of 
Orange, the ſubject of Mr. PAIN E's flander 
but Oh! Shame! The amiable MARV, the 
lovely conſort of the great Nass au, is likewiſe 
the ſubjet of his calumny. A princeſs ſo 
amiable, ſo pious, ſo attractive in every view, 
whether we view her in public or private life, 
that we may pronounce her good as the world 
has ever ſeen. 


Indeed Mr. Paix E has a moſt excellent 
talent at ſlandering his betters; like the mad- 
man he caſts about firebrands, arrows, and 
death. Some of the illuſtrious characters of 
the preſent day, he beſpatters with as much 
malice, as the wiſe and good who are now 


no more. 


Our illuſtrious premier Mr. Pirr, is repre- 
ſented as a very weak and unſkilful man, who 
1s entirely unacquainted with the duties of his 
office, What a pity it is Mr. Paixz is not 
made chancellor of the exchequer!!! Paixx's 
bickerings with Mr. Bu RRE are truly laugh- 
able; they remind me of a ſign which I have 


ſomewhere ſeen; it repreſents ſome dogs 
barking 


L 21 J 
barking at the moon, with the following 1s 


ſcription under it: 


« Since I am high and ye are low, 
Ve growling curs, why bark ye ſo?” 


Mr. Painz may cavil at Mr. BuxRkE as 
long as he pleaſes, but, he may reſt aſſured, 
that the brilliant luſtre of Mr. BuRRE“s per- 

| formance, will for ever glitter like a diamond 
of the richeſt quality; while his utopian re- 
Sverics ſink into eontempt, and lie buried in 


_ obſcurity. , 


4 
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a ; 


I have remarked at the beginning of thoſe 
obſervations, that Mr. Paix E had a great 
veneration for War TYLER, and in peruſing 
the ſecond part of his Treatiſe, I was very 
much amuſed by. a note, which contains an 
elegant eulogium on War. A funeral oration 
in honour of the departed chief ; upon reading 
this, it convinced me that the eſteem he had 


for TYLER was very great. 


«« I thought ſo once, but now I know it.” 


Mr. PAiNE, at the beginning of the ſecond 
part of his Rights of Man, boaſts that his per- 
formance is unanſwerable. He acknowledges 


ſome have attempted to anſwer him; but who 
could 


[2 ] 


could be ſo fool-hardy as to think ſuch, attempts 
would ſucceed ; they could never expe that 
a ſecond edition would be called for. Were 
a perſon to ſhew me a Treatiſe written in op- 
poſition to Mr. Paix Hπ book; and to aſk me, 
Whether he ſhould publiſh it? my anſwer 
would be conveyed in language fimilar to this, 
My dear fir, do you know what you are about! 
What are you inſane ! I will endeavour to pro- 
cure you an admiſhon ticket for St. Luke's! 
What, anſwer Paine! Why, do you know 
fir, that man 1 5 He is a philoſopher 
of philoſophers ; ; Be "is ' wiſer than PLAro; 
poſſeſſes more penetration than ARISTOTLE; 
he is as knowing as GALILEO; as ſubtle as 
MALEBRANCHE ; as metaphyſical as Humt ; 
and as acute as Lord Moxnzoppo. Pray fir, 
I beg and beſeech you to defiſt from ſuch a 
vain, ſuch a fruitleſs attempt. 


— Having made theſe curſory Remarks on this 
unanſwerable performance; I now take my 
leave of my readers, entreating them to review 
theſe obſervations with candour, and to excuſe 
the many defects they may diſcover. The 
language is ſuch as was dictated by the ſpur 
of the occaſion. 
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